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Another cottage season has come to an end for most cot-

Councilor’s Message 4 tagers, with the leaves down, boats out of the water, and

lake freeze up at hand. | hope that you and your family

Email Add
Crl?::'lges b have enjoyed the 2025 year and made lasting memories of

good times. From the perspective of the Cottagers’ Associ-
Save the Date

ation, we had a tremendously successful Spring Get Togeth-

De-Icer Systems er, the first summer Fun Day since Covid, and a well attend-

Little Free Library ed Annual Meeting. Lake Water Testing is ongoing. The As-

sociation has also taken steps to improve the mailing list
Children’s Fun Day and the quality of the Newsletter. One thing that remains
Water Testing to be addressed is the number of volunteers who are active
Program in the Association. If you are interested in getting involved

_ _ please do not hesitate to contact the Association using this
Kapikog History ) ) ) )

email address: info.kapikoglake@gmail.com.

Nothing happens without volunteers.

(continued on next page)
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While the 2025 year is coming to an end, the
2026 cottage season starts in the winter for
many cottagers. The air is fresh and clean, the
snow can sparkle in the sun or moon light,
and the snow and frozen lakes can make hik-
ing, snowshoeing, or cross country skiing a
great experience. Safety in the winter is just
as important as in the summer, although the
risks are sometimes different. Ensuring the ice
is safe if you go on it is one obvious factor to
be aware of. It is better to be safe than sorry

so please take care.
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One factor that can impact the safety of the
ice is use of a bubbler or de-icer. If you use
one of these devices, please carefully read the
article in this newsletter regarding their use,
and also follow the links provided to obtain
even more information. Improper use of
these devices can have catastrophic conse-
quences for everyone.

On behalf of the Association, | wish you and
your family the best for the holiday season,
and an enjoyable 2026 at the lake.

Photo by Terry Forth
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Brad Hutchinson

SUNSTREAM

Sunstream Boat Lifts

BOAT MORE. :&ws:
= Ready when you are.

The Premier Choice of Muskoka Cottagers for over 25 years.

Brad Hutchinson Sales & Service Inc.
705-375-3004 | sales@liftguy.ca
liftguy.ca
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Councilor's Message by ban MacLeod

2

The
Archipelago

The Archipelago

Kapikog Seasonal Roads
We have had a dusting of snow, so winter is

on the way.

At its September 18,2025 meeting, Council
reviewed a staff report focused on requests
from Kapikog Lake residents to upgrade sev-
eral seasonal roads for year-round mainte-
nance. The Township of The Archipelago’s long
-standing limited-service philosophy restricts
expanding road services beyond those exist-
ing in 1980. Potential winter maintenance may
be available under a special clause in the
Township’s Official Plan, for four Kapikog Lake
roads—the Kapikog North Road, Munro
Drive, Joyce Lane, and the Kapikog Dam
Road. These roads will require upgrades and

involve approximately 37 properties.

Council will consider using the Local Im-
provement Charge policy—where benefiting
property owners share project costs—as the
path forward, pending adoption of a formal
policy to guide such requests which is ex-
pected to be on Councils November agenda.
Council will vote on the Local Improvement

Cost (LIC) policy in the November session.

The benefitting residents will be paying for
any upgrades to make the roads suitable for
ploughing.What those costs are, have yet to
be determined.There must be a 66% agree-
ment between the residents for the process
to go forward. Cost and ongoing maintenance
have not been determined, snow ploughing is

not automatic.

The South Shore road is not included in this
process, as it is not provided for in the Offi-
cial Plan since the not withstanding clause ap-
plies only to the above-mentioned four roads.
By formalizing the LIC process, the Township
will be better equipped to manage future in-
frastructure requests, such as seasonal road
upgrades, through a structured, accountable,
and fiscally responsible approach. Approval of
this policy supports the Township’s long-term
commitment to sustainable service delivery,
financial stewardship, and community trans-

parency.

(continued on next page)
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Planning concerns have not all been resolved | also want to wish everyone a very Merry
as there are too many variables at this time.  Christmas and a healthy and Happy New Year

As always, if there are any questions or con-  Regards,

cerns, please contact me.
Dan MaclLeod

647-549-5474

dmacleod@thearchipelago.ca

Let Us Know about Email Address Changes

The Association’s primary method of com- ~ Send your new information by emailing us at

municating with members and other lake res- info.kapikoglake@gmail.com.

idents is email. This makes it particularly im-  pjaase include your name, civic/EMS number,
portant that you notify us of any changes to .4 name, new email address and the date it

your email address. comes into effect.

If your email is going to change, you need to

let us know before you stop monitoring it.

Save the Date! @

Spring Get Together

A spring social has been planned for Sun-
day, May |7th, 2026 from 2:00pm to
4:00pm (Sunday of the May long week-
end). The location is the Mactier Legion
(Branch 507), I | Elizabeth Street, Mactier.

Annual General Meeting for the
Association
Saturday, August |5th, 2026 from [0am to

Noon.The location is the landing parking
lot (58 Kapikog Lake Rd).
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JOHNSTON & DANIEL

REALTY.

Y OWNED

OUR SALES ON KAPIKOG LAKE

SOLD OVER LIST

Grant’s Trail Joyce Lane Kapikog South Rd
$1,195,000* $999,999** $899,000*

Wawashkosh Island Wawashkosh Island Wawashkosh Island
$699,000* $689,000** $659,000*

Kapikog South Road Kapikog South Road
$569,000* $499,950*

*Represented Seller, **Represented Buyer

Considering Selling? Contact Us.

GORDWAITES.COM

705-765-1555 | U = L [1Se)
GORD WAITES TEAM v > ‘ 1')) {

Gord Krista Julie carlett
Waites* Tennant”* Morris™* Hilton* Schnurr* Hilton*

#1 AT JOHNSTON & DANIEL MUSKOKA 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024
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Use of De-lcer Systems in Winter by stuart Ferrie

Some cottage owners use a de-icer system
(often called a bubbler) in winter to try and
protect in-water infrastructure (e.g. boat-
houses) from ice damage. If done carefully,
these devices can be effective, but they do
present dangers to people that must be care-
fully monitored and mitigated.

A de-icer works by releasing air bubbles be-
low the water surface around the infrastruc-
ture to be protected. The air bubbles rise to
the surface, stirring up the water, and bring-
ing warmer water from the lake bottom to
the top. This warmer water is above the
freezing point, and keeps ice from forming in
its vicinity, leaving a pool of open water,
which would not otherwise exist. Other sys-
tems use a submerged propeller to create
the same effect.

Last winter on Kapikog there were concerns
due to the large amount of open water that
at least one of these systems was creating. If
you plan on running one of these systems,
please ensure it is set up in such a way as to
minimise the amount of open water created.
Open water is only needed within a foot or
so of the structure to be protected. The
open water can create a safety hazard to any-
one using the lake, and responsibility lies with
the operator of the de-icer to ensure it is
safe.

In the event of an accident, the penalty to the
operator of the de-icer under the Criminal
Code of Canada Section 263 (1) can extend
up to a conviction for Manslaughter.

Here are a few of the safety measures that
the operator of a de-icer should take:

=  Ensure it is installed by, or with the ad-
vice of, a professional experienced with
these devices

=  Ensure a large, clear warning sign is
posted by the hole created in the ice,
stating “Danger Open Water”

= Have an amber or blue, (not red) light
installed to mark the location at night

=  Ensure the system is set to open up the
minimum amount of open water neces-
sary

=  Use a timer and thermostat so the sys-
tem only runs when absolutely neces-
sary

= Have someone check the system peri-
odically to ensure it is running properly
and that the safety warnings remain in
place.

(continued on next page)
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The following are links to several relevant Ontario
based articles about the proper use of de-icers
(below the Links is the website address for those
who prefer not to click on links). If you are think-
ing of using one of these devices, the Association
urges you to read them carefully.

About Bubblers (Muskoka Rate Payers)

https://muskokaratepayers.ca/did-you-know-about-bubblers/

Bubblers - Safety Considerations (FOCA)

https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Bubblers.pdf

Important Safety Considerations for Bubblers (GBA)

https://georgianbay.ca/important-safety-considerations-for-bubblers-2/

Bubblers - Important Safety Considerations (Cade Insurance)

https://cadeinsurance.com/2018/1 1/04/bubblers-important-safety-considerations/

Should you install de-icers at the lake? (Cottage Life)

https://cottagelife.com/general/should-you-install-de-icers-at-the-lake/

Little Free Library

As some of you may have noticed, there is now a
Little Free Library at the landing. It’s a place
where you can leave a book you'’ve finished or

take one you'd like to read.

Please contribute only books you think others

will enjoy. Books for all ages are welcome.



https://muskokaratepayers.ca/did-you-know-about-bubblers/
https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Bubblers.pdf
https://georgianbay.ca/important-safety-considerations-for-bubblers-2/
https://cadeinsurance.com/2018/11/04/bubblers-important-safety-considerations/
https://cottagelife.com/general/should-you-install-de-icers-at-the-lake/
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YOUR FULL SERVICE
MARINA

YOUR NEIGHBOUR ON HEALEY LAKE

NEW FOR 2024

WHAT A PERFECT MATCH,
A MIRROCRAFT BOAT
POWERED BY A
MERCURY OUTBOARD!

MERCURY DEALER FOR 50 YEARS,
NOW A MIRROCRAFT BOAT DEALER

MERCURY

*1 On The Water

CLEANMARINE

info@marinerscove.ca %
705.375.2097
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Children’s Fun Day By Terry Forth

During several of our recurring KCLA Photo by AndReRorif
Board meetings, since the current board X
has been formed, we have discussed many < -

A »

ways of how to both reinvigorate the ex-

\

isting membership, as well as ways to at-
tract new members from the lake. One of

demographic than the members that have

been attending our spring get-togethers ™
and AGM'’s over the past few years. Specifi- Although we did not receive a large turnout
cally, we were interested in attracting some (7 children from 4 families, along with their
of the younger members of the community.  parents) in our quasi-inaugural Fun Day, it

What better way to do that, than to reach could be seen as a good thing, in that we

into our past, to improve our future! That weren’t overwhelmed by the participants, on
was the impetus of how Fun Day 2025 our first attempt at running this event.

came to be, after many years of hiatus, since  \p/o provided both Arts and Crafts, along with

before the pandemic. activities that had the kids running around as

| volunteered to take this project on (as my  well as practising their aim with water guns,
sister had done decades before), with the and the small bean sack toss, etc.

help of my family (my wife Sandra, my Photo by Andrea Forth

daughter Andrea and her friend), along
with the indispensable assistance of Stuart
Ferrie and his friend Jan.We reached out
to the membership, requesting an RSVP to
gauge the level of interest, so that we
could prepare accordingly.We purchased
all the necessary hardware, including a

small marquee tent to provide shelter

from the preferred weather outcome (ie

Sunny). Stuart provided some buckets, which  (continued on next page)
acted as a delineation between the area

where the kids would be playing within the

confines of the government parking lot.

-10 -



The universal feedback we received was posi-
tive from the kids and parents, although we
are looking at incorporating some improve-
ments for next year, after what we learned
from running the 2025 event. One such exam-
ple, is to include activities for the parents who
attended, as they ended up joining in the same
activities as the kids did.
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Looking forward to Fun Day 2026, we are an-
ticipating more interest after the success of
this year’s event, and would very much appre-
ciate anyone that would be interested in vol-
unteering, as this is necessary to ensure that
next year‘s event will prove to be even more
enjoyable than this years! Please reach out to
me if you would be interested in helping out
at terry.kapikog@gmail.com.

Water Testing Program by Andrew Sixt

Activities Over the Summer

Since the spring newsletter Stuart Ferrie and |
have collected water samples and have been
taking Secchi water clarity measurements, as
part of the Lake Partner Program (LPP). The
water samples have been sent to the Dorset

Environmental Science Centre Laboratory.

In addition, the Georgian Bay Biosphere Re-
serve staff have been on the lake twice doing
their water sampling, measurements and stud-

ies.

All of this information goes into the Township
of the Archipelago Environmental Report. In
the spring newsletter | will report on what
was found for Kapikog in 2025.

Water Chemistry

While the Association doesn't prioritize cov-
erage for chloride and calcium levels to the
same extent as phosphorus, | thought readers

might be interested in learning more about

why the Lake Partner Program cares about
chloride and calcium levels. If you are such a

reader, please read on.

Chloride

Freshwater lakes and rivers in the Kapikog ar-
ea naturally contain low concentrations of dis-
solved salts, including chloride (Cl). Chloride is
an essential element for lake ecosystems, but

elevated concentrations can be toxic to aquat-

ic plants and animals.

The primary cause of unnatural levels is from
de-icer’s such as road salt. Fortunately, Town-
ship staff have told me they do not use pure
road salt.There is about 3 to 5% added to the
road sand to prevent clumping to minimize

environmental impacts.

(continued on next page)



Starting in 2020, water samples from Kapikog
were tested for chloride. Over these years the
levels have been stable, varying between 0.9
mg/L to 1.0 mg/L. This level is well below the
5 mg/L level where scientists report starting
to see a negative impact on aquatic life. In
summary, the chloride levels and trends reflect

good water quality.

Calcium

Calcium occurs naturally in soils because of
weathering rocks and atmospheric dust depo-
sition.When in the ground, it’s absorbed by

growing trees or leached into water ways.

Calcium is an important nutrient to aquatic
organisms as it's necessary to build shells, skel-
etons, exoskeletons and body coverings. Some
aquatic animals are more sensitive to deplet-
ing levels than others. For example, Daphnia
(commonly referred to as water fleas) are
very small zooplankton that are very sensitive
to declining calcium levels and need above |.5
mg/L to thrive. Daphnia are an important part
of a healthy lake as they feed on algae and be-

come a food source for small fish.

Kapikog’s calcium level has averaged 1.8 mg/L
and has been relatively steady since 2020,
when levels started being measured. This level
is above the threshold of 1.5 mg/L when sci-
entists believe sensitive aquatic species may be
at risk. As a comparison, the average is 4.1

mg/L. for other lakes in the area.

In summary, there are no concerns with the

KAPIKOG TRACKS - Fall 2025

level or trend, although Kapikog’s calcium level

is lower than most lakes in our area.

Historically, calcium levels in Ontario shield
lakes have decreased from their natural level

because of acid rain and wood removal.

There are some recommendations from the
LPP on increasing calcium levels. The first is
increasing naturalized areas around lakes to re
-establish calcium sources (more on this in a
future newsletter). There is also ongoing re-
search in the Muskoka area involving spread-
ing wood ash in the forests to boost maple
tree health and the calcium levels in lakes. The
authors of the study recommend lightly sprin-
kling your wood ash around maples and other
hardwoods, in forested areas away from the
water (since wood ash contains phosphorous,
place it so that surface run off does not go di-
rectly into water ways). Please consider these

measures.

Photo by Andrew Sixt
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Hausers

PHARMACY

3 REASONS WHY CHOOSI NG Hauser’s Pharmacy MacTier Hours

HAUSER’S PHARMACY Monday - Friday: 9-5
IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH: Saturday & Sunday: Closed

1. FREE custom pill packs to keep your
meds organized.

2. SAVE TIME and let our pharmacists
prescribe for minor health conditions, such
as Allergies, Bug Bites, UTls, & Acid Reflux.

Hauser’s Pharmacy
21 High St. MacTier

3. STAY HEALTHIER LONGER by taking
advantage of our full-service offerings
including mobility rentals.

WE ARE CELEBRATING 45 YEARS OF CARE THIS YEAR -

SWITCH TODAY & SEE WHY! 5\

1-249-607-0148 FORGET YOUR MEDS? (LAnnivERSARY ]

www.HausersHealthcare.com WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED! Haﬁggf"s

Please add us to your B&B listing if you rent out your place! S~

—




KAPIKOG TRACKS - Fall 2025

Kapikog History by Erik Loorand and Andrew Sixt

The KAH-PEE-KOG Club

As mentioned on the Kapikog website, a
group called the KAH-PEE-KOG club once
visited Kapikog Lake.

In 1900, Wright Patterson wrote a series of
articles called the Chronicles of the Kah-Pee-Kog
Club. The articles syndicated and appeared in

several American newspapers.

According to the introduction, this club was
an American inter-state group of men who

met once a year to enjoy a fishing vacation on

the lake. For those who are not aware of this,
the original name of Kapikog was “Kah-Pee-
Kog”, first appearing on the original survey
maps, in 1880.

The articles are light reading and are a look
back in time. Based on the sketch and text in
two of the articles, what Wright calls “Crown
Island” is most likely Ematee Island. The first
article starts on the next page.

Photo by. TerryForth




+ Chronicles of the
KAH-PEE-KOG CLUB

By Wright A. Patterson.

NOTE—The Kah-pec.kog club isan InterState orpi?n-
they

Szatlon of gond fellows and
ll']\; who mect once o year in the wilds of Cannida for a
fishing expedition of from two weeks to a month In
dength. The memhers are but ordinary citizens of
Uncle Sam's territory who once a year fuvade the
Queen's domain: for & good time. They cone from all

rtions of the Union and congregate at alittie lake in

he Canadinn wilds whero the gamy bass strike h

and often. Who they are is of nointerest to the reader.
but they do many things and tell many storics that
are interesting il entertaining to those who love a
vacation timein the wouds aud on the water.—~EDITOT.

oid fishermen, so

ACATION time had come agaip.

1 knew it, for had not the edict of
Boss Fisherman Smifh arrived? It was
short, as all of his edicts are, but it
was pointed, and said: “Meet in To-
ronto August 4.”

That, wasn't much, to be sure, but it
was enough, and the morning of August
4 found a considerable gathering of
American citizens in a hotel lobby in
Toronto,garbedino.dclothes,and their
most treasured possession a fishing rod
and reel, with the other accessories
that go to make up the angler’s equip-
reng.

They filled half a parlor car on the
Grand Trunk train going mnorth to
Penetang, and their conversation had
nothing to do with those standard
themes, politics or the weather, or
even the scenery, beautiful as it may
have been, but turned to fish; to the
relative merits of large and small
mouth bass, tomuskellunge,topike and
pickerel, to wood and steel rods, to
reels, to lines and hooks, to everything
upon which the opinions of fishermen
may differ.
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“One would think fish the only thing
worth living for,” said a matronly
woman, who had evidently tired of the
long harangue, but her sarcasm was
lost on that crowd; the queen herself
could not have turned that conversa-
tion into other channels. Those men
were out for a good time as they un-
derstood it, and fish were theiraim and
object. Nothing else mattered muich.

It is considerable of a journey in
point of time from Toronto to Kah-
pee-kog, and in previous Years these
fishermen had gone by way of Muskolka
VWharf and DBarnesdale, but some one

“hind propoged that a new route be tried,

as it might save time, and the sugges-
tion was promptly acted upon. For
that reason the boat line running north
from Ienetang through Georgian bay
carried a larger number of passengers
thap usual that 4th of August last,
and the dinrer ran short.

OXN THE 'I'OF OF CROWN ISLAND STANDS THE LOG CLUB HOUSE.

- 15 -



“What matters a dinner,” said philo-
gophical Zuckmeier, “when black bass
are awaiting us for our supper.”

But the way was longer than Zuck-
meier antieipated, and it was not until
ihe next afternoon that our canoes and
baggage, and, last but not least, our
fishing tackle. was unloaded at Sweet’s
camp at the mouth of the Moon river,
to which point it had been transported
from Sans Souei in the old yawl of the
genial King, an Indian of the Canadian
Indians. Up to that point there had
been nothing to do but talk, and so
many opinions had been aired with
stich vigor that it was a relicf to hear
the Iast of them, and forget all differ-
ences in an effort to accomplish the
remainder of the journey to Kah-pee-
kog by the canoe method.

Did you ever paddle a canoe? If
you did, what was your sensation the
first time you set foot in one of them?
I ean guess that if the foot was not set
in properly the first sensation was a
wet one. At the last meeting it had
been voted, not unanimously by any
means, but voted just the same, that in
the future skiffs be barred. There was
malice aforethought in the resolution
that barred skiffs, though the worthy
mewmber that proposed it gave as his
reason the increased muscular -tax of
portaging them, but a few of us could
see belhind all that a desire to laugh at
our expense when we went into the
svater.
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“It is bad enough,” said Yorker, “to
have to navigate one of those things
without loading it to the last notch.”
But the load went in just the same.
How else was it ever to reach the club-
houseonCrown island in Kah-pee-kog?
There were blankets and provisions,
suit cases and grips, fishing tackle and
fishermen all going the same road,
which to some of us seemed a down-
ward path to the bottom of the lake.

Up through Lake Healy headed the

long processior of canoes. Boss Fish-
‘erman Smith headed the procession,
and our good guide Alex Fraser, of
Foote's bay, Ontario, with Ullmark in
tow, acted as rear guard. Two-thirds
of the membexrs of that party watched
anxiously two or three canoes in the
line. I say anxiously, because they
were anxious that they should go over
and the occupants get the expected
ducking. Scmething of the kind was
needed to break the strain caused by
the arguments of two days’ duration.
But the strain had to be broken in oth-
er ways, the canoes did not go over.
Smith headed in through the long
winding channel to the portageway be-
tween Healy and Xah-pee-kog, and
here Ullmark was in his glory.

It was his first trip, and he learned
one word on that trip that he will never
forget. It was “portage.” He sat on
the bank and talked of portage while
other members of the party worked off
the strain of continued argument by
carrying canoes and baggage across.



The sun was still an hour above the
western granite hills when Boss Smith's
canoe pushed its bow out of the nar-
row channel, and the broad waters of
Kah-pee-kog spread out before us, with
Crown island and the clubhouse direct-
ly in front.

The golden rays of the sun sparkied
on the dark waters of the lake, waters
made darker along the western shores
and around the islands by the shadows
thrown by the great granite rocks
and the tall pine trees towering heav-
enward.

“Nowhere else does the sun shine
as it does on Kah-pee-Kog,” said Ull-
mark, the recruit, whose artistic
sense was touched by the beauty of
the scene, and that remark saved him
the hazing he would otherwise have
got.

Ten minutes more and canoes were
being unloaded at the foot of the
high bluff of which Crown island is
composed, and upon the top of which
stands the log clubhouse. Provisions
and baggage w.re hurried up the hill
and into the eabin, and then all
waited anxiously for the summons
that was to come for some one to ac-
company Boss Fisherman Smith upon
an expedition in search of the
bass for supper. It/ was as a sought-
for prvilege, the casting of that first
line of thke jyear, but the rules ot
the club gave the Boss Fisherman the
right to name his companion, and
the rules were inexorable.

“While the guide is getting a fire
started and other portions cf the
supper prepared, and tke rest of you
dare arranging the sleeping quarters,
Zuckmeier will accompany me after
fish for supper,” said Smith.

KAPIKOG TRACKS - Fall 2025

And so it was Zuckmeier. Lucky
fellow, provided he got the fish, but
decidedly otherwise if he did not, for
he would have to eat perch for sup-
per if he did not himself get a bass.

An hour later, when the sun had
sunk behind the granite hills, Smith
and Zuckmeier returned. There were
but four bass in the canoe with
them, and Smith had caught them.
Three small perch accompanied the
bass to the kitchen, anu these Zuck-
meier ate without a word. The rules
of the club would not even permit
him to tell of the big one that got
away.

The first fish had been caught;
camp was established; the first meal
had been eaten; the rule of DBo:s
Fisherman Smith was over until the
day of departure came, and as each
man rollel himself in his blanket
that night it was with a determina-
tion to catch more and bigger fish
than anyone else in the part before
the vacation days on Xah-pee-kog
lake were over.

But the fish they caught, or did
not catch, as the case may be, and
the tales they told, are other stories
for another time.




