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Spring 2026 

The winter has come to an end, and the spring is 

here.  As I write this, there is still ice on the lake, but 

I know it will be gone soon and another year at the 

lake will begin for many of us.  For those that take 

advantage of what the lake has to offer in the win-

ter, it was an old-style winter with lots of snow and 

opportunities to enjoy snow based activities.  No 

matter how you spent the winter, I hope it was pro-

ductive and enjoyable for you and your family. 

This year we are looking forward to a full slate of ac-

tivities, starting off with the Spring get together on 

the May long weekend.  During the summer we 

have arranged for a presentation from the Georgian 

Bay Biosphere Reserve, and also a Fun Day for fami-

lies.  August will see the Annual General Meeting.  

More information on some of these events is includ-

ed elsewhere in this newsletter.  Please read and 

note the dates.  We look forward to seeing Associa-

tion members at our events. 

(continued on next page) 
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We have recently learnt that Hydro One is 

planning to build a new 500 KV transmission 

line from the Sudbury area (Hanmer Trans-

former Station) to near Barrie (Essa Trans-

former Station).   This is the starting and end 

point of the current transmission line which 

runs over the east end of Kapikog Lake.  This 

new line will include a new set of towers and 

a single-circuit transmission line.  The con-

struction is scheduled for 2029 to 2032, with 

the official planning stage starting now.  A sec-

ond 500 KV single circuit may be added later 

to the new towers.  It is not yet certain that 

this new set of towers will run right beside the 

existing Hydro towers, but such an outcome 

shouldn’t be surprising.  A Hydro One rep has 

promised me that any damage done to 

cottage roads by the construction will be 

made good.  There are also obvious safety and 

environmental issues that your Association 

will monitor as this project moves forward. If 

you want more information on this project, 

the web page is   

Sudbury to Barrie Transmission Line Project | 

Hydro One . 

 
I wish you all a happy and fun filled summer 
with family and friends at the lake. 

Photo by Terry Forth Photo by Terry Forth 

https://www.hydroone.com/about/corporate-information/major-projects/sudbury-to-barrie
https://www.hydroone.com/about/corporate-information/major-projects/sudbury-to-barrie
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Councilor's Message by Dan MacLeod 

 

Whew, Spring, hopefully, will be here shortly. 

It was quiet and hardly any traffic coming 

through our bay.  

 

Law and Enforcement 

The summer hours of operation for the By-

law Enforcement Service, are being modified 

to better align with the call times received in 

2025. The shift would be Monday to Sunday 

(seven days a week), from the current 09:00-

18:00hrs  to 08:00- 17:00hrs (new). This 

would necessitate a change to the Level of 

Service – By-law Service/Enforcement Policy 

which would be completed administratively. 

 

CRA and Underused Housing Tax  

Auditing 

Several non-resident property owners have 

reported that they are currently being audit-

ed by the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA), un-

der the federal Underused Housing Tax (UHT) 

program. The UHT, introduced in 2022, gener-

ally imposes a 1% annual tax on the value of 

vacant or underused residential property in 

Canada owned directly or indirectly by non-

resident, nonCanadian individuals and certain 

entities.  

The legislation also requires annual filing by 

affected owners, even where no tax is ulti-

mately payable. Many of the affected proper-

ties are located on islands within the Town-

ship, which are only accessible by boat. In ad-

dition, there are properties situated on inland 

lakes that do not receive winter road mainte-

nance and therefore have limited or seasonal 

access.  Property owners have requested for-

mal written confirmation from the Township 

of The Archipelago outlining the access limi-

tations and servicing conditions applicable to 

their properties. Specifically, owners are 

seeking documentation that describes the ab-

sence of municipal road access to island 

properties, the lack of winter road mainte-

nance in certain areas, and the unavailability 

of municipal services such as water, sanitary 

sewer, and natural gas. 

 

NEXT STEPS: The next step is to review the 

specific wording of the CRA audit requests to 

ensure the Township can provide an appro-

priate response. Staff have reached out to 

affected property owners and are awaiting 

clarification regarding the exact information 

being requested.  

(continued on next page) 
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Once the scope of the CRA’s request is con-

firmed, the Township will respond to individu-

al inquiries as they are received. Each proper-

ty will be reviewed on a case by basis to de-

termine its access status, whether it is an is-

land property, located on a seasonal road, or 

subject to other access limitations.  Then, an 

accurate, fact-based letter will be prepared for 

the property owner. The Township will take 

care to avoid interpreting or commenting on 

federal tax legislation and will limit its corre-

spondence to providing objective, factual in-

formation about the property in question. 

CONCLUSION: The Township recognizes the 

challenges faced by property owners in re-

sponding to federal audit requirements where 

access and servicing conditions are unique to 

a water-access municipality. While the admin-

istration and interpretation of the Underused 

Housing Tax remain solely within the jurisdic-

tion of the Canada Revenue Agency, the 

Township can play a supportive role by provid-

ing clear, factual confirmation of local infra-

structure realities. By implementing a con-

sistent, property-specific response process, 

the Township will ensure that residents re-

ceive accurate documentation while maintain-

ing municipal neutrality on federal tax 

matters. This approach balances responsive-

ness to property owners with the Township’s 

responsibility to provide objective, fact-based 

information only. 

 

Kapikog Roads 

Council discussed the report regarding the 

four Kapikog Roads, identified in the Capital 

Improvement Plan. The report outlined the 

approximate capital cost per property, as well 

as the ongoing snowplowing (maintenance) 

costs. 

While the Official Plan does indicate that 

these roads could be considered for year-

round maintenance, Council discussed how 

the associated maintenance costs could be al-

located. Several members raised questions 

about the potential to apply area rating for 

winter maintenance. 

The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) noted 

that, based on a preliminary review, legisla-

tion may not permit area rating for services 

that are also provided to other residents; 

however, this was not definitive. As a result, 

the CAO recommended obtaining a legal opin-

ion to clarify the extent to which area rating 

could be applied in this situation. 

The matter was deferred to the April Council 

meeting to allow time to secure this legal 

opinion. 

——— 

It’s snowing again, will spring ever arrive? 

Photo by Terry Forth 
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Photo by Terry Forth 

Save the Date!  

Spring Get Together 

A spring social has been planned for  

Sunday, May 17th, 2026 from 2:00pm to 

4:00pm (Sunday of the May long week-

end).   

The location is the Mactier Legion (Branch 

507), 11 Elizabeth Street, Mactier.   

Based on feedback from last year, we are 

asking that you consider bringing a snack 

or appetizer.  This is optional for those 

who wish to do so and not a requirement 

to attend.     

So you and others can see what is being 

brought, please sign up by clicking  HERE.  

Hope to see you there! 

——— 

Kapikog Fun Day! 

Saturday July 25th. See the article on 

the next page for more information. 

——— 

Annual General Meeting for the  

Association 

Saturday,  August 15th, 2026 from 

10am to Noon. The location is the 

landing parking lot (58 Kapikog Lake 

Rd). 

Eagle Lake - Photo by Terry 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-ZFl9-ApZDbrr1MX3BNaDse4IKn2pGz0Wb6qFcaHdVk/edit?gid=311754375#gid=311754375
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Photo by Terry Forth 

Kapikog Fun Day! July 25th 

As mentioned in the March email, a children’s 

Fun Day is planned for July 25th. 

Activities begin at 10:00 AM with the Geor-

gian Bay Biosphere’s Hop, Slither, and Swim! 

event at the Kapikog Landing (see the poster 

on the next page). This family-friendly, drop-

in event is for all ages. Come explore the fas-

cinating world of reptiles through hands-on 

activities, interactive models, and engaging 

games. Don’t miss this exciting experience—it 

runs until noon!  

Between 1:30 PM and 3:30 PM, the KLCOA 

will host an afternoon of games and family-

friendly activities. More information on the 

afternoon activities will follow later. This 

event is primarily geared toward children 

aged 5 to 12, however if we get enough vol-

unteers we can expand the age range. 

 

 

Volunteers Needed! 

To run the activities in the afternoon, we 

need your help to make this day truly special 

for the kids. 

Let’s make it a Family Fun Day! 

Our goal is to expand the afternoon into a full

-scale community event. If we get enough 

adult volunteers, we can transition from "kid-

focused" games to a true "Family Fun Day" 

with activities that bring the whole lake to-

gether. 

Everyone is welcome! 

You don’t need to have children or grandchil-

dren participating to join the team. Volun-

teering is a fantastic way to meet your neigh-

bours, stay connected with the lake communi-

ty, and enjoy a great day outdoors. 

Please consider helping us grow this event by 

contacting Terry Forth at:  

terry.kapikog@gmail.com . 

Photo by Terry Forth 

mailto:mailtoterry.kapikog@gmail.com?subject=Kapikog%20Fun%20Day
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Maple Syrup Time on Kapikog! By Andrew Sixt 

You know that spring has started 

when the scent of boiling maple 

sap and wood smoke is in the air!   

For the Brenner’s, on Ematee Is-

land, that started earlier this 

month when they put together 

their maple syrup system.   Their 

operation involves tapping about 

55 sugar maple trees, with a grav-

ity hose system where the sap 

collects in large drums.    

Photo by Andrew Sixt 

Hazel is testing the quality of the sap! 

The sap is then pre-

heated before going in 

the wood fired evapora-

tor. When the solution 

gets close to being the 

desired sugar concen-

tration, it gets trans-

ferred to their kitchen 

stove where it can be 

closely monitored as 

boiling too long can ruin 

the batch.   It takes 40 

litres of sap to make 

one litre of maple syr-

up.   From left to right, Nate, Hazel, Don and Carter.   
Running the evaporator is a team effort!   

(continued on next page) 
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The final stage is filtering the 

syrup and then bottling.  

Then it’s time to enjoy the 

fresh maple syrup! 

Photo by Andrew Sixt 

 

Here Carter and Don are making maple taffy by pouring the 
syrup over snow.  
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Photo by Terry Forth 

Association Dues Now Due 

Your dues are critical to the activities of the 

Association, which has a dual focus of safe 

recreation and enjoyment for all cottagers on 

our lake, and ensuring the health and long 

term viability of the lake.   The dues amount 

of $40 remains unchanged from previous 

years.   

Please e-mail questions/concerns to Cheryl 

Randall at cherylrandall@aol.com. 

The preferred payment method is by Interac 

EMT/e-transfer. Unfortunately, auto deposit is 

not supported. When setting up the transfer 

please use the following challenge question  

“What is the name of our lake?”   

Answer: “Kapikog”.   

Please send your e-transfer to:  

treasurer.kapikoglake@gmail.com 

 

Payment by cheque is also accepted, and can 

be mailed to the Association address at: 

PO Box 167, Mactier, ON P0C 1H0 

Cottage Association Membership payments 

are due now and cover the period from May 

1st, 2026 through April 30th 2027 inclusive. 

Bell Internet Update 

In March, Mike’s Communications (a Bell con-

tractor) had a snowmobile crew installing 

aerial portions of the pole-to-the-cottage ca-

bling on the mainland.    

After the ground thaws and the roads are 

drivable, they plan on resuming with the re-

maining in-ground and aerial cabling on the 

mainland. The water access properties are 

planned to be done after ice out.   

The Association has been advised that Bell 

Representatives (see the ad on the next page) 

and Bell, are now taking requests for service 

connections, for those who are interested.  

Contact them for more information.  
South of Dunbar Lake - Photo by Terry Forth 

mailto:cherylrandall@aol.com?subject=KLCOA%20Dues%20Question
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Stay Connected at the Cottage 

I’m Lori Harvey, your local Bell representative and a proud  
resident of Seguin. I’ve helped many cottagers in the area get 
connected, and I’m here to help you too! 

Fibre is now available to most of Lake Kapikog residents,  
bringing fast, reliable internet for streaming, working remotely, 
and staying in touch with family. 

 Call or Text to see if you qualify: 905-967-4600 

 Email: lori@totallyone.com 

Reach out today and enjoy high-speed fibre internet at your 
cottage! 
 

mailto:lori@totallyone.com?subject=Bell%20Internet%20Inquiry%20-%20Kapikog%20Lake


KAPIKOG TRACKS - Spring 2026 

- 15 - 

Overview 

The Township of The Archipelago and Geor-

gian Bay Biosphere have launched a new vol-

untary septic screening program titled “You 

Be The Judge”.  

The You Be The Judge program provides a 

simple self-assessment tool and guide to de-

termine the status of septic tanks using a 

sludge sampler (known as a ‘sludge judge’). 

Sludge samplers are easy-to-use tools for de-

termining when a septic tank is in need of a 

professional pump out and conversely, when 

pumping is not yet required.  

Learning about and maintaining your septic 

system is part of cottage ownership.  Septic 

system failures can have very significant envi-

ronmental effects as well as impacting you 

and others you share the lake with. Keeping 

your septic system in good running order is 

part of responsible cottage ownership. Your 

Association encourages lake residents to par-

ticipate in this program and be good stew-

ards of our lake. 

 

Why judge your own septic tank?  

Measuring the sludge in a septic tank can re-

sult in cost savings by either avoiding unnec-

essary pump outs or by identifying the need 

for a pump out before any damage is done to 

the baffle or drain field (or septic bed). There 

are also environmental benefits from pump-

ing and hauling waste only when it is neces-

sary and protecting our lake from excessive e

-coli and phosphorous.  In addition, on the 

Township’s website, participants can enter a 

draw to win one of three $100 gift cards!   

 

How to Use the Sludge Judge 

The Township of the Archipelago has set up a 

web page with everything you need to know 

about the Sludge Judge and septic systems in 

general. It can be viewed at the following link 

https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/septics .   

Also, see the poster on page 17. 

Here are hints in addition to the information 

on the web site: 

• Most systems will have two tanks. The 

tank to be sampled is the “primary” 

tank, which is the closest tank to the 

building. See the diagram at the above 

link, under “A. Septic Systems 101”. 

• It’s common for the lids to be buried un-

der a layer of soil. Before getting a kit, 

determine where the lid of the primary 

septic tank is and uncover it so the lid 

can be removed in a timely manner. 

 

(continued on next page) 

You Be the Judge Program by Andrew Sixt 

https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/septics
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Getting a Sludge Judge Kit 

There is now a Sludge Judge kit at the Healey 

Lake Transfer station. By May, there is to be 

another kit for Kapikog residents. Both kits 

were requested by your Association. 

The sampler and all the necessary materials 

are loaned out for a person to assess their 

own septic. Once done, the equipment is to 

be cleaned and returned. 

Each kit includes: 

• 8 ft sludge sampler and carrying case 

• Latex gloves 

• Disinfectant wipes 

• Data recording sheets 

Based on the results of the sampling, the par-

ticipant either schedules a pump out or makes 

plans to reassess in future years. 

 

More in person training 

If you feel you need more training than that 

provided on the Township’s website and other 

sources, the Association could investigate this 

for the AGM. Please send a note to  

info.kapikoglake@gmail.com if you would like 

to request more training.  

 

mailto:info.kapikoglake@gmail.com?subject=KLCOA%20-%20Sludge%20Judge
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Photo by Terry Forth 

As of December 31, 2025, changes to the fed-

eral Pleasure Craft Licencing took effect. A 

Pleasure Craft Licence is the ID displayed on 

both sides of the bow of recreational boats, 

typically with a 10HP or larger motor.  

In summary, EVERY licensed boat now has an 

expiry date within the next five years. The old-

er the boat license, the sooner it expires.  It is 

recommended that every boat owner go to 

the following link to see when their boat li-

cense needs to be reviewed.  

https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/uploads/

dm/101438/20260226_Pleasure_Craft_Licens

ing_Flyer.pdf 

Boat Licensing Change 

Photo by Andrew Sixt 

https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/uploads/dm/101438/20260226_Pleasure_Craft_Licensing_Flyer.pdf
https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/uploads/dm/101438/20260226_Pleasure_Craft_Licensing_Flyer.pdf
https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/uploads/dm/101438/20260226_Pleasure_Craft_Licensing_Flyer.pdf
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Environmental Report Story Map 

The Township of the Archipelago and the 

Georgian Bay Biosphere staff have created a 

Story Map version of the Township of the Ar-

chipelago Environmental Report.  A Story 

Map is an interactive web-based information 

source that combines maps, text, images and 

videos into a single narrative. The Story Map 

provides a good introduction to water chem-

istry, Benthic monitoring and fish communi-

ties and how they relate to Kapikog.   To get 

to the Story Map for Kapikog, go to the link 

below. Kapikog is #7. 

LINK TO STORY MAP 

Photo by Andrew Sixt 

Reminder: Let Us Know about Email Address Changes 

The Association’s primary method of com-

municating with members and other lake resi-

dents is email. This makes it particularly im-

portant that you notify us of any changes to 

your email address.   

If your email is going to change, you need to 

let us know before you stop monitoring it.  

Send your new information by emailing us at 

info.kapikoglake@gmail.com.    

Please include your name, civic/EMS number, 

road name, new email address and the date it 

comes into effect.  

Juniper Lake. Photo by Terry Forth 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/ca1df847d0b04e46a5b58895ec627c0d
mailto:info.kapikoglake@gmail.com?subject=KLCOA%20-%20Email%20Address%20Change
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What You Need to Know 

With the increase in ticks this last year, espe-

cially around Kapikog and Healey Lakes, many 

residents are considering hiring companies to 

spray their properties for mosquitoes and 

ticks. I’ve been researching this myself, and I’d 

like to share some important information be-

fore decisions are made - particularly 

about what these sprays contain and how 

they can impact our shared environment. 

 

What’s Being Used: Permethrin 

Most companies offering mosquito and tick 

control sprays are using Permethrin, 

a synthetic insecticide modelled after com-

pounds found in chrysanthemum flowers. 

While it’s effective at killing mosquitoes and 

ticks, it doesn’t discriminate — it also kills 

beneficial insects, including: 

• Bees (critical for pollination) 

• Butterflies and moths 

• Dragonflies (which naturally eat mosqui-

toes) 

• Aquatic insects (vital to the food chain in 

our lake) 

 

 

 

Permethrin is designed to: 

• Last longer than natural pyrethrins (it 

doesn’t break down quickly in sunlight or 

rain) 

• Be more potent, with a broader “kill 

zone” 

These features make it effective but also 

highly persistent in the environment. 

 

Environmental Concerns 

Lake & Water Contamination: 

Permethrin is highly toxic to fish, amphibi-

ans, and aquatic invertebrates. It can enter 

our lake through runoff after spraying, harm-

ing the very ecosystems we all enjoy. Even 

trace amounts can: 

• Kill or disrupt aquatic insects that birds 

and fish rely on for food 

• Harm frog and turtle populations 

• Break natural ecological balances 

 

Impact on Biodiversity 

Wiping out beneficial insects weakens our 

lake’s ecosystem, potentially leading to more 

long-term pest problems. For example, if 

dragonfly populations decline, we could see 

more mosquitoes in the future — not fewer. 

(continued on next page) 

Pesticide Spraying for Mosquitoes and Ticks by Dan MacLeod 
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Drift Beyond Property Lines 

Even if only one household sprays, 

the chemicals can drift through the air and 

onto neighbouring properties — where chil-

dren, pets, or wildlife might be ex-

posed without consent. 

 

Health and Safety Concerns 

While these sprays are marketed as “safe,” it’s 

worth noting that: 

• Spray technicians wear masks for pro-

tection — a red flag in itself 

• Permethrin can cause skin irritation, 

breathing issues, or allergic reactions in 

some people 

• It is toxic to cats, even in small doses 

• Pets and children are often allowed back 

onto sprayed areas within an hour — 

but residue can linger. 

 

 

 

Before You Spray — Please Consider 

• Let neighbours know in advance if 

you’re spraying. Drift doesn’t respect 

property lines. 

• Avoid spraying near the shoreline or 

during windy days — both increase the 

risk of lake contamination. 

• Ask the company for a full ingredient 

list — not just the active chemical. 

• Explore alternative methods to reduce 

bugs (see below). 

 

Natural Mosquito & Tick Control Tips 

• Rake leaves and remove yard debris — 

ticks love moist, shaded ground 

• Dump standing water — birdbaths, buck-

ets, low spots in the yard 

• Consider natural repellents — like lemon 

eucalyptus oil 

• Install bat houses and promote dragon-

flies — both eat thousands of mosqui-

toes daily 

——— 

Let’s Protect the Lake Together! 

Photo by Terry Forth 


